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SVRWF Meetings are held at the Blue Pheasant Restaurant 

22100 Stevens Creek Blvd., Cupertino, CA 95124 

 

Our next luncheon meeting is Thursday, February 4th. 

Social 11:30 AM., Lunch 12:00 PM, Cost $20.00 

“A reservation made is a reservation paid!” 

 

Menu Choices:  Pasta Primavera w/ vegetables, linguini, basil and garlic OR 

London Broil - Tender strips w/ sautéed mushrooms served au jus.  

Call Louise Kinney at (408) 739-4724 for reservations.  
 

Our guest speakers this month are George Marotta.  His topic 
will be “Obama Iraq Policy”.  
 

George Marotta is a research fellow at the Hoover Institute and is pursuing research on 

domestic and international finance in the areas of capital formation in emerging-market 

countries.  He has twenty-six years of foreign affairs service with Department of State and 

teaches courses at Stanford University.  Other accomplishments include serving with the 

Agency for International Development, the White House, the Defense Department, the US 

Information Agency, and helping launch the Peace Corps.    At Stanford, he teaches seminar 

courses on international finance and conducts tours of the Hoover Institution.   

 

Marotta was born in Scotia, New York.  He received his BA degree in political science from 

Syracuse University.  In 1951 he received an MA in public administration from the Maxwell 

Graduate School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse University.  

 
Come out and “Talk Republican” at our monthly meetings.   See you there! 

www.svrwf.org
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE     (01/25/10) 

 

The New Year has begun and we are on a roll. The election of Scott Brown to be a Massachusetts Senator to fill 

Ted Kennedy’s (now, truly “the people’s seat” is beyond belief.  Couple that with the Supreme Court decision a 

day later to allow corporations, non-profits and unions total free speech in elections is just amazing.  We have to 

keep up the hard work and turn around the Democrats’ liberal agenda for our country. 

 

I just attended the Northern Division Leadership Seminar with along with Gloria Estes, Shirley Harvey, Ellen 

Longworth and Alice Wilson (having five of us representing our club at this vent was impressive) and it was the 

best ever.  Muriel Oles, our new Northern Division president, has a phenomenal agenda and her focus is 

“Women in Numbers Leading the Way” and she really started out with a bang.  I have attended many 

Leadership Seminars and all are great but this was the most energetic yet.  We all came home with some great 

ideas and we will be discussing them at our board meeting and letting all of you know which ones we will be 

focus on in the coming year. 

 

I also want to thank all of you who have sent in your renewal dues, both Regular Members and Associates 

Members.  So far, we have three new members and seven Patron Members and are really off to a great year. 

 

Please take a moment to look over the budget that is enclosed in Regular Member newsletters.  We will be 

voting to accept our budget at the February 4

th

 meeting. 

 

Please enjoy the coming month with Ronald Regan’s birthday, Abraham Lincoln’s birthday, Valentines Day 

and George Washington’s birthday.  It is a month with many reason’s to celebrate and to be proud to be a 

Republican Woman!   

 
Laura Riffle 
President, SVRWF 
 

 

UPCOMMING EVENTS 
 
February 4  General Meeting Blue Pheasant Restaurant, Cupertino 

    11:30 gathering 12:00 meeting 

    Speaker will be George Marotta.  

    Cookies: Jane Reed 

 

February 6  Ronald Regan’s Birthday 

                                                                                                                             

February 11  Board Meeting 2095 Park Ave San Jose 

 

February 12  Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday 

 

February 14  Happy Valentines Day 

 

February 22  George Washington’s Birthday 

 

March 20-21  Northern Division Spring Conference Sacramento Red Lion Hotel 
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MEMBER NEWS 

NFRW Mourns Loss of Constance Dean Armitage Antonsen 

The NFRW mourns the loss of Constance Dean Armitage Antonsen, beloved President of the National Federation of 
Republican Women from 1972-1976.  She was a tireless advocate for the Federation and the 
Republican Party.   She served as an art history professor at Wofford College in Spartanburg, South 
Carolina for 29 year where she also coached men and women's fencing.  
Constance was active in local, state, and national levels from 1960 where she seconded the 
nomination of Barry Goldwater on the floor of the Republican National Convention.  During her term 
as President of the NFRW, membership grew to almost 500,000 women.  Constance served in many 
different capacities in Presidential Administrations including: as a member of the President's 23-man 
Advisory Council on European Affairs, 1972-73; Vice Chairman of the U.S. Commission on World 
Population, 1974-75; Chairman of the 3rd Decennial White House Conference on Aging, 1981-82; 

and U.S. Delegate to the (United Nations) World Seniors Conference in Vienna, 1982.  Constance spoke 13 modern 
languages.  Since she was fluent in German, Constance even served the US Naval Intelligence Service through 
undercover work in the years before Pearl Harbor.  Constance Dean Armitage Antonsen was a remarkable woman who 
will truly be missed by the Federation.  
 
Adopt-A-Chaplain Update:  Stories and images of chaos, heartbreak, and devastation following the earthquake in Haiti 
continue to flood the airways.  America continues to lead the world, as usual, in providing money, materials, and 
manpower to bind up broken bodies and buildings. The number of our military men and women called on to restore 
order and deliver humanitarian aid to the people has grown to 13,000.  The latest arrival is a contingent of 2200 
Marines from Camp Lejeune.  The 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit just weighed anchor on their way to provide off 
shore ready warriors for needed operations.  With a phone call or message they changed their focus from combat 
readiness to humanitarian efforts. Critics may say our military is stretched and broken.  Stretched...yes.  
Broken...absolutely not!!!  They always have some "extra" when a broken nation like Haiti needs a helping hand.  The 
men and women in uniform represent the best of America and the world.  Our chests swell with pride as we see them 
represent us. The past two weeks we've devoted most of the space to allow our chaplains to express how the 
ministry blessed them during deployment.  Now it's time to tell them what it means to us at home to lift up their arms 
for the battles they face during deployment.  Serving our chaplains is not a burden...it's a blessing! -- Ben Ferguson 
ADOPT-A-CHAPLAIN HIGHLIGHTS, 1/23/2010 

 
LEGISLATION 

California Update from CRWF and other sources 
 
The CFRW Voting Body took a vote to SUPPORT Assemblyman Logue’s (R-3) AB 118. This bill would have 

suspended AB 32 (2006) until California could economically handle the strict environmental regulations AB 32 

imposes on businesses. The law would have made sure that our unemployment was at 5.5% for four consecutive 

quarters, before AB 32 regulations could be implemented by the California Air Resources Board (CARB). When AB 

32 was passed, unemployment was at 4.8%, instead of the staggering 12% it is at today. Your CFRW Advocate 

testified for our support in the Natural Resources Committee meeting on Monday in hopes the bill would pass through 

to Appropriations. The bill failed 6-3. CFRW applauds Assemblyman Logue for his foresight in created such fiscally 

responsible legislation. But don’t worry; the battle against AB 32 is not over yet. Assemblyman Logue and 

Congressman McClintock (R-4) are working on a similar initiative to suspend AB 32 -- Capitol Update, Jan. 15, 2010 
 
Issues that Matter to Californians  As we build the campaign organization necessary for victory, the issues most on the 
minds of Californians today continue to be those where Republicans have the best solutions. Economy.  California's 
unemployment rate is more than two full percentage points higher than the national rate, underscoring how the state's 
high taxes and massive regulatory burden continues to damage our economic competitiveness.  Democrats have no 
solutions in these areas, showing only an interest in creating more government jobs and further ratcheting up the 
burden on taxpayers who continue to flee for other states. Terrorism.  Security issues vaulted to the top 
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(cont.) … of the list of public concerns in the aftermath of the attempted bombing of Northwest flight 253.  Bowing to 
the most extreme elements in their party, Democrats continue to insist on treating terrorism as a law enforcement issue 
where even foreign terrorists are immediately afforded their Miranda rights.  The public understands this approach 
fundamentally places Americans directly at risk.  Federal spending and debt.  Democrats seem to be on a mission to 
break every conceivable record for racking up federal spending and debt, with little to show for it other than a 
mountain of bills that will be left to future generations to pay back.  The so-called "stimulus" bill completely failed in 
achieving its stated goal of keeping unemployment below 8% (it's still over 10%).  -- Republican Leadership Update, 

Jan. 8, 2010. 

 
National Update from NRWF and other sources 
 
Supreme Court Drop-Kicks McCain/Feingold, Scores Victory for 1st Amendment  --  Obama preparing ‘Forceful 
Response’  WASHINGTON — Sweeping aside a century-old understanding and overruling two important precedents, 
a bitterly divided Supreme Court on Thursday ruled that the government may not ban political spending by 
corporations in candidate elections.  The ruling was a vindication, the majority said, of the First Amendment’s most 
basic free speech principle — that the government has no business regulating political speech. The dissenters said 
allowing corporate money to flood the political marketplace will corrupt democracy.  “If the First Amendment has any 
force,” Justice Anthony M. Kennedy wrote for the majority, which included the four members of its conservative wing, 
“it prohibits Congress from fining or jailing citizens, or associations of citizens, for simply engaging in political 
speech.” – Brietbart “Big Journalism”, Frank Ross Jan 21, 2010. 
  
"Earlier this week, Dr. Christina Romer, the president's top economic adviser, praised the so-called economic effects 

from the $787 billion stimulus and even went so far to say it 'has done exactly what we anticipated it would do.'  But 

we remember that not only did Dr. Romer promise that unemployment would level off at 8 percent if we passed 

President Obama's first stimulus, this reckless administration never even anticipated the unemployment rate surpassing 

10 percent.  California has lost over 552,000 jobs and it's outrageous that this administration is giving itself a pat on the 

back for their effort." -- Republican Leadership Update, Jan. 20, 2010. 
 
Other 
 
"[W]hen you look back over the surges of enthusiasm in the politics of the last two years, you see something like this: 
The Obama enthusiasts who dominated so much of the 2008 campaign cycle were motivated by style. The tea party 
protesters who dominated so much of 2009 were motivated by substance. Remember those rapturous crowds that 
swooned at Barack Obama's rhetoric. 'We are the change we are seeking,' he proclaimed. 'We will be able to look back 
and tell our children' that 'this was the moment when the rise of the oceans began to slow and our planet began to heal.' 
A lot of style there, but not very much substance. ... In retrospect, the Obama enthusiasts seem to have been motivated 
by a yearning for a rapturous, nuanced leader. Send that terrible tyrant with his tortured sentences and moral certitude 
back to Texas and install The One in the White House, and all would be well. The Obama enthusiasts have achieved 
that goal, and perhaps it's not surprising that, as polls show, they're not much engaged in the details of the health care 
bills or cap-and-trade legislation or looming tax increases and the like. They, or at least most of them, were never much 
interested in those things anyway. In contrast, the tea party protesters ... are interested in substantive political issues. 
They decry the dangers of expanding the national debt, increasing government spending and putting government in 
command of the health care sector. Their concerns have basis in fact. The national debt is on a trajectory to double as a 
percentage of the economy over 10 years, and the Democrats' health care bills threaten to bend the cost curve up. 
Higher taxes could choke off economic recovery and keep unemployment up near double-digit rates for years. Last 
year's stimulus bill surreptitiously raised the budget baseline for many domestic spending programs and sent money to 
state and local governments -- a payoff to the public employee unions who spent more than $100 million to elect 
Democrats in 2008. Agree with the tea party folk or not, these are substantive public policy issues of fundamental 
importance." --political analyst Michael Barone  [Patriot Post 1/18/10] 
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COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 
Louise Kenney   Telephone  

Barbara Ferguson  Hospitality  

Alice Wilson   Luncheon  

JoAnn Barr   Budget  

Jane Reed   Ways & Means  

Eve Bretzke   Legislation 

 
 
MEMBERSHIP  
 

Patron Member:   $50.00 

Regular Member:  $32.00 

Associate* Member:  $20.00 

 
*A member of another Federated Club or a Republican 
Gentleman 
 
Membership dues may be sent to: 
 
SVRWF c/o Laura Riffle, President 

1909 Grand Teton Drive 

Milpitas, CA 95035 

 
 
NFRW / CFRW/ SVRWF CLUB WEBSITES 
 

Silicon Valley Republican Women Federated 
www.svrwf.org  - Back issues of club newsletters 

available online.    

 
CFRW and NFRW websites: 
www.cfrwnd.org – Newly Updated!  
www.cfrw.org 

www.nfrw.org   

 

Other Websites of Interest: 
www.bayareagop.com 
www.gop.com 
www.townhall.com 

www.foxnews.com  
 
Don’t have a computer? Visit your local library for 
free internet access.  Your local taxes at work!  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**Cartoons from townhall.com and club member submissions. 

 

 

 

 

 

www.svrwf.org
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 AAADDDVVVEEERRRTTTIIISSSMMMEEENNNTTTSSS   
 

 

GOLFLAND ®  

FAMILY FUN CENTERS 

Sunnyvale – 855 E. El Camino Real  
(408) 245-1322 
San Jose – 976 Blossom Hill Road    
(408) 225-1533 
Milpitas – I-680 @ Jacklin Road   
(408) 263-4330 
 

 

 

 
 

                 
Support Our Advertisers! 

To place an ad, please email ad copy (.jpg file or high 
quality printed form) to email editor@svrwf.org 
including name, business name, address, phone 
number, and email.   Thank you for supporting our 
club. 
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